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@he Conflict of Conscience, 


By NATHANIEL WOODES 


1581 


The original of this facsimile reprint 1s in the British Museum 
(Press-mark, 162. ¢. 24.); two leaves, A. ut. and A. WwW., are wanting, 
being there supplied by a typographical reprint: see the volumes 
“ Dramatic Fragments,” s.v. ‘‘ Conflict of Conscience,” where facsimiles 
of these four pages, in their original state, from another copy, will be 
found. 


No other edition is known. It was reprinted for the Roxburghe 
Club in 1851. 


Nothing is known of the author save what. is stated on the 
title-page. The D.N.B. makes no mention of him. 


Mr. ]. A. Herbert, of the Manuscript Department of the British 
Museum, after comparing this facsimile with the original copy, says:— 
“An excellent facsimile. The only fault 1s exaggeration of the printing 
often showing through from the other side of the leaf.” An explanation 
of this defect—insuperable under existing mechanical conditions, I fear— 


will be found in the earliest issues of this serves. 


JOHN S. FARMER. 
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‘Hen whirling windes which blowe with bh: ft-ing blaft,. 
Shali ceafe their courfe, and not the Ayre wooue, 

But ftill vnftirred itdoth ftand, it chaunceth at the !aft, : 
To be infect, the tructh hereof euen day by day we prooue, 
For deepe within the Caues of earth, of force it doth behoue, 
2 Sith that no windes do come thereto, the Ayre out to beate, 
Ay By ftanding ftil the clofed ayre,doth breede infections great. 


qThe ftreame or flood, which runneth vp and downe, 

Ae morc Adéetn, then ts tha ftsnding toboke: Bs 

If long vnworne, you leaue a Cloake or Gowne, 

M a ee, ee ee ee oe : 

Againe, if that vppon a you place,or fet a booke, 

Ac dfutferit there fill vo ftand, the wormes will foone fe eater fis 
A Knife likewife,in fheath layde vp, the ruft will marre and freat, 


he good rdad horfle, if ftill at racke he 
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> or 


weede, no place wilbe left free: Kak ea 
By thefe examiples,and fuch like, approoue then well may wee, 
That idlenes more cuills doth bring, into the minde of man, 
Thea labour great in longer tyme, againeexpelloutcan. . 


q Which thing our Author marking well, when weried was his minde, 
From reading graue and sidarior wreck yetlothhistimetoloof,  - 
Bethought himfelfe, to cafe his heart, fome recreance to fynde 

And as he’mufed in his minde, immediately arofe; 

A ftraunge example done of late, which might as he fuppofe, 
Stirre vp their mindes to godlines, which fhoulde it fee or heare, 
And therefore humbly doth you pray, to'geue atrentiuc care, 


q The argument or ground wheron our Author chefely ftayed, «5 
Is (fure) a Hyftory ftraunge and true,tomany menwellknowne, . 
Of one through loue of worldly wealth, and feare of death difmaide, 
Becaufe he would his lyfe and goods, haue kept ftill as.his owne, 

From ftate Aw caape wherein he itoode, was almoft ouerthrowne: 

So that he no power at all, in heart firme fayth to haue, 

Tyll.as ghe laft, God chaungd his mynde his mercicsfortocrauc. - 
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Which all my lawes, and Statutes doo bifoaine : : ase des 


- Againé my fate, doo fight and trive amaine RE TE 
WMAhome, in time’ if FZ ooo not viffipace, o8s, Peg 
FZ thall repent it, whenitistolate, =. “AS 

Spy moztall foe, the Carpenters poore fonne, : 
Again my Chiloren, the Wharifes FI meane, — 
Upbraiding thent, did dfe this comparifon, 

As in the ftozte of bis lyfe, may be feene, 
Shere was a man, which bad a binpard greene : 
Who letting it to bufbandmen unkinde, 
Zn fteade of fruite, outhankfulneffe did finde. 

So that bis Scruantes, firftly they did beate, 
his Sonne lpketwife, they afterward did kill, 

And heereupon chat nian in furie great; | 

“ $id fouldiers fend, chefe utbandmen to fpill, ig 
AWheir Downe to burne, he div chem alfo twill, ae 
Wut out alas, alas, for woe FZ crie, $ oncee NS pot 
Wo ofe the fame, farre infter caufe babe 3). ie 

For where the Lingvdome, of this twozlde is myne, 

And bis, on Whom FI twill che fame beftow, 

As Prince heereok, FI div myfelfe aftiqne: 

9p darling deare, twhofe faithfall lobe Z| knoty, esti 
Sball never faile from mee, but daplie flow: 4 
‘But tobe that is: perhaps fone man map doubt, 

a twill therfore in beeefe, purtraitt and paint bint out. — 
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Child to fauour, moze than all the reff, 
Pana in face, is lpkeft found: 
that be thall ~ all bis arog be seco ¢ 
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Guen fo doo 7 efteeme ant Ipke him bei, 
MAhich vocth moft neave my dealpngs imitate, 
And doth purfie Gods iatves, with deadly hate. 
As therefore J, when once in Angels ftate, 
Z| was, did thinke myfelfe, with Son as mate to Petey baimit 


So doth my fonne himfelfe, not eleuate, ~ ie 
Abone mans nature, in rule and dignitie. 2. io 
po that in terris Deus fum, faith be: ot ee * 
Jn earth Fam a God, with finnes fo2 to difpence, - a serge 
And fo2 retwardes, 3 twill forgive eche maner of offince. Pests 5 
FZ faive to Eve, tufh, tufh, thou fhalt mot die; 5 
But rather thalt as Gov, knoweuerie things 


py fonne li*ewife, to maintaine Bpolatrie, ~ 


. Saith tu, what hurt, can cared Sols being? a S rlaget ae 
Wifpife this Lato of God, the heauenlp hing: See 
And fet them in the Churche, een Seren a ast Obs 
An Fpoll voth much good, it is a lapmans booke. BREE BAG), Sek 

Nembroth that Tyrant, fearing Gods bande, = tN odin 
Wy mee twas perfuaded to builde up high Babell: = 
ug th angen oe Sg nisi ri Meets neg 
So hath my boy, deuifed berp twell, A citiage ae 
Many pretpe topes, to keep mens tetra be oth BOR 
Aine thep neuer fo euill heere, and wickedly wsaidine iOneR. 


As spaties, trentalles, Paroons, and Scala cae a3: OW? eT 


J eqged on Pharao of Egipt the king’ 9) hee 


SUbe lfraclites to kill, fo foone ag hep toere ‘cones wer Rhee sgke 
‘My darling liketwife, boeth the felfe fame things isk ooh stores aii 
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02 twher'as Mofes,;: PFmight notpefirop; © si son cow ere, 
 Wecanfe that he twas of the Lod appointed; « netticy at geeks seats | 
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r+ eS ees Oe NR 8) eee 
other meanes to haue him peeuented : 

‘By accompting bimfelfe the forme of Pharao, 

So make bim loth Egipt to fozqoe. 


rhe fame aduife 3 alfo attempted,’ 


- Againtt the fonne of God, ae ete ete BEL 
_ doping there by, to bane bin relentens : iat 3S) eee tee 


And fo2 promotion fake; ‘imme co protiate, ed lay se 
Wetore my feece tober 3} vin dermonttrate, sey ean eid sie 
he tohole twozlde ustto’ ane allhpiatedy, : hee: aa sd 
Gs it is recowed i Matheus Wiftorpe. re teal 9 Seige 
90 bath the Pope, who is my darlyng deare, 
9py cloeft bop, int Whonr 3 doo delight: - iy Se eioe 
Leatt he thoula fall, which ching he greatly feare, trod fork eh 
Dut of his Scat. of honoz pompe and might, 25 fits ip oi 
_ hath got to hinz, on bis bebalfe to fight: aris ORME 
Siwo Champions ftout, OF i be ones Ai at 3% yA 
Whe other is calley’Tyrannicall poartife. est N pocsi 
Fo2 as FI faide, although Fi claime by tight, ED 
She kingvome of this earthly worlde fo rounde : 5 : 
And in my flead to rule With force and might, 
F bane afligned the whofe mateh ZF no wher founn, ne 
is hart with loue, rab $ 
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Ff not, to raunge , the twoalde, Fi twill chem esi ocure, 
Wut needes pot ~~ one to help, mens barts fo2 to alles 
Unto their trame, bobo that thould bee, 3 cannot yet efpie, 

Jno meeter match Fi can finde out, then is Hypocrifie. 
Who can full toell in timre and place; diftemble eithers parte, 
Jpo man thall cafelp perceine, with twbhich five he vooth beare, 
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Domitian deuifed a Marrell full of Dyte, : nites 
he body of ohn the Cuangelift to boile > Sonttae 
Lhe Pope at this infant fondgic toxmentes procure, == ott 
Fo2 (uch as by Gods holy word willamure. es ee 
By thetefozmer tories, tino thinges wwe may learn, RES 
And profptably recordin our remembzaunee CT egart 


She fy ig Gods Church from the Diuels to nrfcerne : : nie 


She fecond to marke; tohat manyfett refittaunce , 
he Lrueth of God hath,and that mcombzaunce: 


Ft bzingeth bpon them that will it profelte, i cn% 
Ciberts,tbe aeme en east er oe, Mo 
, ctes, is ney 
3€ is no new thing, J do now percetue, pes aby pant aS 
WhatChritkes Church dw uffer tri bulation, Teta Hub teak 
Mut that the fame crofle J might better receiue: 0) Bib aah 
J requett you to thetw me fo my confolation: oc! oo: llonul 
Uibat is the caule,by pour eftimation : Ke Tbe got bic 
What Cod noth Cutter, bis peayle be in thrall ¢ utd aw? tog TAP 
vet piles (hens See even eee oe eo ee 
olo Bes; wo oboe 
he chietetE thing, tubieh- might be eaufe ox moue, ° “4 ora A 
With conttant mindes,Chrifkes crotle fo? fo fulfaine: | ioc oS 
ae eS ee ae 217) Saas oc) vail 
Uatherto we may not conte,as prone it plaine: so 
Tanlete tit Choi tne futter that tith pin oe may rat TEER 
Againe ith that it is our heavenly Fathers will,» at 
3By twosloly tvoes our carnal tufts to kill.) heen 
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‘The Confli& of Gonfeience, | 


For trouble being forth pacience, from pacience dafhinfue = 
sfrom erperience Pope,of health the anko2 true, a 
_- Againe, oftimes,God doth prouide,afflicion for our anes 
As lob who after lofle of gwdes,bad twice fo much therefore: 
Sometime afflicion is a meanes,to honoz to attaine : 
As pou may {é, tf Iofephes lpfe,pou fet pour eves before + 
Continually it doth bs warne,from fining any moze : 
Uihen as iwe fe the iudgements tuft, which God our heanenly king, - 
Upon offenders here in earth, fo? their offences beinge. 
Sometime Dod doth tf ds to 20u¢, if conftant wwe twill be, 
As be nid bnto Abraham ; fomtime bis tubole intent, 
$e to declare his heavenly might,as in ohn te may fe : +p 
When the Ditciples vio afke Chill, tohy God the bimonelle font 
Unto that man that twas bozne blinde ? fo whont incontinent, 
. Chik faide neither for Partentes finnes,no2 fo his tune offence, 
Was he bozne aye va that God might hetw bis magnificence, 
athetes, 
Whis is the fumme of all pour talke, if that J gelle aright, . 
hat God doth purnith his electt to keepe their faith in v2e, 
D2 leat that if continual eale,and reft eniop they might: 
God fo forget theough bautinelie, fratle nature thould procure: 
D> els by feeling punifhment,our finnes fo2 to abiure ; 
D2 els to pzoue our conftancy,o2 laflly that ive may, 
Be inftruments in whom bis nright;God may abzoad difplay. 
fpolw mutt J nedes confelle;to you my former ignoraunce, — 
Wibich knew no caule at all, why God ould trouble bis elect, 
ABut thought afflictions all, to be retwardes foz. our offence + 
And to procerde from tuzathfull Judge,did altvay it fulpect : 
As doe the common fort of men, who will ftraightiway direct 
And point their fingers at fach men,as Won noth chafkice vines 
Cieming them by soins 18 punithnent: fo beate.” 


dove tn sue rates oc rerio emit tolasbve 
gun a ane aloe reese oh 
Accule our felues efpeciall,and Ood fo magnfie: 
Who in his mercy doth 0s fpare,inhereas be alto might, a 
Pi be ane go i es eh 


Rn a i a ly 


et bene $< 04 alee 
se Ss" 


— 
al —— 
' 


The Conf of Conftienee. | ei 


Which thing our’ Soauiour Chritt voth teach, ath tench; nb telttpetty Like, 
thirteenth Chapter, baine 
a ae gi gloyious men rebuke : 


espa scat ‘oll bone? : 


3m Cone ten fy rien on let bs departe, 
Soe you befoze,and 3 twill come bebinde toith all my barte, 
“A@elecond: Sceanefyrl, 
| bb deensein 33 
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mightie pou : pra 
4 beieche the tpuing Guo, that be soul gine, | rd 


nap 
God graunt pou all fo bis mercpes fake, 
SChe lyght of his twozd to pour hartes toy: 
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As may for Confcience fake,and of mere finceritic, 
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$99 alfo doth Luna otbertwife callep Phebe, 


Tiecdlst OF Couleiencc’” ae 
dno make mariy beives.of thine eternall peace,Amen.Amen, , 


abut foft let nite {ée,twho woth mee afpet, — ; . | 


Fir Guggith Saturn of nature fo cole : Nea 
<b ride aces om 15? 


Tuth: tryne,apply 

And fplendant Sol the ruler of the bay: 
ag ta ge seat ated 
She Gondefle of Venus 3 meate, 
Lo me ber pore feruaunt feme friendly to be, 


edhe y porary eae 2 
to interp2et it,3 holbe tt belt pone, 

Jfo2 haere be a gad fort ¥ beléeue in this company : 
Shat knot not my meanpng,as this man fo2 one, 
Wihatz bluth not at it,pou are not alone: 
rene Se ah ahs Sn ee ee rete, 
Jr02 hee in my twordes,qreat fauour can fynd. 
| She Planet Mexcurtus, is netther that nop cobve, 
Hither gud nop pet verie bad of his otwne nature, 
But both alter bis qualytio, toith therm twhich dm bole: 
Any friendly afpect fo fo ¥ affure : : 
Wie Mercunsalifts 3 meane Wypocrits cannot long endure 
3 one condicion,but do alter our mpnde, ae 
Ho thetes that talke with bs,thereby friendthip to Fyne. 

Mhe litle Camelyon by Pature can chaunge 
Wer felfe,to that colour,the Which the bebotne: 
Wilby Hhould it then to any feme fraunge: | 
Bhat tue do thus alter, wby are we controulde ? | ct 
Sith onely the rule of uature tue yolve: i 
Sie Gre £0 pleate‘al mew, pet matt ba Os bate ore 
gag 90 as pacino Sempra deren : 

» Sammut enuions, oto then can be eae 2 
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T he Conflia: of s£Conleience, 


Adulation 0; Hiporrifie to him mofk contrarte, 
Whe louilts being god dw loke high aboue: 
And do not regard the reff of the companye,: 
How Mars being retrogary, fo2etelleth miferie: 
Lo tyzannicall practife,to happen eftfone, 

As thalbe apparant befoze all be done. 

Wibich Lirannie with flatterie is eafely pactfyen, 
UWitheras Lom tell troth hall feele of bis Siwo2v, 
So that twith fuch ments fully berifpen, 

What olde fard fatv,and conunon by {wo2d: 
Obfequium amicos,byp flateries friends are prepared + 
‘ut veritas dium parit,as commonly is fene, 
F02 {peaking the tructh, many hated haue beene, 

By Sol onderftand,Popith principalytie, - 
Uith whom fult biahly J am entertained, 

Wut being eclipfen Mall hetw fo2th bis qualytie: 
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fro marke, hotv far from his requett, diffenting is thy myrte, 
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ibe aide Gods mercy eafier ts to get,then mans as ¥ fuppofe, 
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